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The Real Meaning of Christmas 
 
What do you think of when you think of cel-

ebrating Christmas? The word Christmas 

has lost its meaning in the hearts of much 

of the world today. This may or may not be 

news to many of you, but Christmas has 

nothing to do with the gifts you may re-

ceive, how much money you have, having 

a turkey on the dinner table or whether your 

kids are acting naughty or nice. God wants 

to remind you of what Christmas really 

means! It is because of what the Savior did 

that we can celebrate a glorious Christmas 

whether your circumstances are favorable or not. Christmas is our day 

of deliverance! The angel of the Lord came to announce to the world 

that the Savior is here. The word savior means a deliverer, a preserver, 

a messiah. The Messiah has come! The Deliverer has come! The Pre-

server of life has come! As we enter the Christmas season, recognize 

that Christmas is the anointing of God in you and upon you. When you 

wake up on Christmas morning, give God praise for this is the day that 

marks the defeat of the enemy and victory for you. Christmas marks 

your day of deliverance. Reflect on Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 9:6 and John 

3:16. Merry Christmas Everyone!                               Love is Forever, 

Lady Wanda Stowers 

Important Dates: 

December 6: Church 

Conference, 7pm 

December 7: Fernbank 

Science Center, 11-3pm 

December 15: Candle-

light Service, 10:30am 

December 15: Black 

Nativity, 3pm 

December 20: Lake 

Lanier Lights, 5-11pm 

December 31: New 

Year Eve’s Service, 

7:30pm 

___________________ 

Vision  

Statement 

The Mount Calvary   

Baptist Church seeks 

to be a “Teaching 

Church”, empowering 

people through the 

Word of GOD to effect 

change in their lives 

and the life of the 

community.  
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Celebrating 119 Years of Growth and Blessings! 

Mt. Calvary’s members and friends gathered on Sunday, 

November 3rd to celebrate our 119th church anniversary. 

Pastor Stowers noted that we give thanks to God for the 

women of this church who took the time and effort 119 

years ago because they felt that there should be a church 

in the Rockdale community in the 1900’s. Growth moved 

us to the Adamsville community where we continue to be 

a beacon of light in our community. To commemorate our 

anniversary, Pastor Stowers gave every family a hard 

bound copy of the 100th Year Anniversary book. This 

book is filled with our rich church history. Pastor Stowers’ 

sermon “God’s Care” reminded us that it was God who 

has shepherded us these 119 years. If it had not been for God who was on our side, where would 

we be. View additional photos on the Events page of the church’s website. 
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50 Years of Membership 

On Sunday, November 3rd, Mt. Calvary honored individuals who had achieved the memorable sta-

tus of 50 Years of Membership at our historic church. Pastor Stowers paused during the worship 

service to congratulate and give a certificate of 50 Years Membership honoring those individuals. 

Achieving this status were Sister Virginia Shepherd, Sister Susan Ross, and Brother Theron 

Bolton. Sister Irma Barksdale, Sister Granville Scales and Brother Earl Scales were not pre-

sent at worship to receive their certificate. Congratulations on achieving this blessed and memora-

ble status!  

Sister Virginia Shepherd 

Sister Susan Ross 

Brother Theron Bolton 

Church Membership 
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Medication Take Back 

Event 

The Social Action and 

Events Ministry wants to 

thank everyone who partici-

pated in the Medication 

Take Back Event. Expired 

and unused medications 

and sharps were collected and taken to WellStar Vinings Health Center for safe disposal. This 

event is sponsored twice a year by WellStar. Due to your efforts we were able to collect more than 

five pounds of pills and sharps that will not be disposed or discarded into our environment. If you 

would like information on the safe disposal of your expired medication, please see Sister Shirley 

Seymour.   

Atlanta is Legacy   

Dr. Zakiya Ayo-Zahra Seymour was recently featured in photo-

graphic series “Atlanta Forever-Forever Atlanta.” Christopher Moore, 

Digital Asset Management and Storyteller, documents the amazing 

people and stories of Atlanta. Christopher believes that the city of At-

lanta creates legacy. Dr. Seymour received her Master’s and her 

PhD in Environmental Engineering from Georgia Tech in 2013. Her 

father, Cornell Seymour, was the second African American to 

graduate from the Georgia Institute of Technology in Chemical 

Engineering in 1973. Ayo, as she is known to her Mt. Calvary fami-

ly, serves in the Usher #2 Ministry, Kingdom Builders Ministry, 

Church Greeter Ministry, Young Adult Ministry and the Social Action 

and Events Ministry. She has also participated in Youth Ministry 

events as well as supported many church activities. Just like her fa-

ther, Ayo values serving so she volunteers frequently at the Atlanta 

Community Food Bank. She also serves as a trustee on the Southern 

Environmental Law Center board as well as its Next30 board. Ayo 

and her father, Cornell, have been interviewed by the Georgia Tech 

Alumni Living History program which documents and stores the inter-

views. An avid traveler and photographer, Ayo plans to start a travel 

blog to highlight her travel experiences. 

Don’t confuse the length of your prayers with the 

strength of your prayers! 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 

will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land. 2 Chronicles 7:14 
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Deacon Leander Parker receives Mississippi Department of Corrections  

Distinguish Employee Award 

Deacon Leander Parker also known as Warden Leander Parker has 

the trusted position of working with youthful offenders who unfortu-

nately, have to be incarcerated for lengthy terms. Due to his compas-

sion, skill and leadership, he was nominated by his Superintendent, 

Mr. Ronald King, to be recognized as a distinguished employee at the 

Mississippi Department of Corrections (MDOC). Warden Parker met 

the stringent criteria. Following is the information submitted on him 

and this distinguished award.  

The Central Mississippi Correctional Facility (CMCF) proudly presents 

Youthful Offender Unit (YOU) Warden Leander Parker for the Missis-

sippi Department of Corrections “Distinguished Employee Award”. 

Professional, Leader, Role Model, Compassionate, are often words used to describe Leander 

Parker whose tenure with MDOC began November, 5, 2012 after a distinguish career in juvenile 

justice at all levels spanning over 35 years. He was specifically sought out by the agency to man-

age the Youthful Offender population sentenced to the Department of Corrections. A difficult mis-

sion being responsible for young men and women ages 13-18 who have committed serious 

crimes and sent to prison for lengthy sentences. 

Under Warden Parker’s leadership, a highly publicized “Consent Decree”, filed on the behalf of 

the Offenders over conditions at the Walnut Grove Correctional Facility was successfully re-

solved. In doing so, he has developed a very positive working relationship with the Southern Pov-

erty Law Center and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The YOU is now recognized as a 

model throughout the nation and often visited by other agencies who wish to emulate what War-

den Parker has accomplished. Warden Parker changed a culture once described as “mayhem” to 

“exemplary”. A visit to his areas of responsibility portrays his high level of compassion and com-

mitment that would be hard to match. The professional appearance and positive attitudes of those 

under his charge set the example for any organization to follow striving for excellence. He treats 

all of those he comes in contact with the way anyone would want to be treated with the highest 

level or respect regardless of their position or disposition. Staff as well as offenders have made 

comments such as “we are thankful to have someone who cares for us the way Warden Parker 

does”. A true testament to the impact he has on the lives of these individuals. 

The CMCF Unit has the highest staff retention rates and overall best attendance not only at 

CMCF but excels beyond what is standard at the other NDOC locations. This is made possible by 

the positive work environment and culture that has been created at the facility under Warden 

Parker’s leadership and guidance. During his tenure, incidents involving offenders have de-

creased over 85%, which is remarkable and have made the location one of the safest location to 

work (staff) or live (offender). Offender program participation and completion rate are well beyond 

the national average. Living conditions are exceptional and set the bar for any correctional setting. 

This being a program that was once described in the news as “struggling with disorder, danger-

ous, neglecting prisoner’s safety”. 

 Warden Parker is a true professional, whose dedication and loyalty is beyond reproach. He pro-

motes teamwork, integrity, and a work ethic that any agency would cherish. His leadership and  
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mentoring has changed the lives of staff and young men and women in his care. He has received 

numerous awards and honors to include Extra Effort & Perfect Attendance recognitions at CMCF. 

He is the example for what the definition of “Corrections Professional” was meant to be. He is a 

valued asset to both CMCF, MDOC and worthy of recognition. 

Submitted by Sister Carolyn Parker 

Your Mt. Calvary family salutes you on achieving 

this prestigious award! 

Fall Festival  

Many came out to enjoy this year’s Fall Festival. The weather 

was a little cool but this is FALL! Popcorn, cotton candy, hot 

dogs, nachos with cheese, bouncy house, face painting, bal-

loon art, games and prizes were enjoyed by those in attend-

ance. Thanks to all of the volunteers who helped to make this 

a successful event. You’re the Best!!! 
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Mt. Calvary honored its Veterans on Sun-

day, November 10th during morning wor-

ship service. We may not know them all 

but we owe them all. For your unselfish ef-

forts in serving our country selflessly, Mt. 

Calvary salutes you! Thank you Veterans 

for you service! 

Valencia Washburn Bennett: Air National 

Guard 2003-2010 

Theodore Brown: Army 2004-2007 

Addie Calhoun: Army Reserve 1982-1988 

Betty Chandler: Army 1965-1968 

Eddie Ewings: Army 1965-1967 

Karl Henderson: Army 1967-1973 

Lois West Hurt: Army 1983-2003 

Cass Johnson: US Marine Corps 1989-

1990 

Benjamin Jones: Army 1966-1968 

Charles King: Army 1951-1954 

Raymond Lundy: Air Force 1958-1961 

Weldon McBee: Army 1957-1959 

Joshua McKnight: Army 1962-1965 

James McWhorter, Sr.: Air Force 1964-

1968 

Melvin Reid: Air Force 1966-1968 

Phillip Reid: Army 1966-1972 

Earl Scales: Army 1957-1964 

Evernie Seay: Army 1967-1969 

Bob Simmons: Army 1963-1965 

Annette Smith: Air Force, Navy 1973-

1977, 1985-1988 

Mark A. Todd: Air Force 1987-1991 

 

S. J. Tuck, Jr.: Army/Air Force 1958-

1998 

Joe Vines: Army 1978-1994 

David West: Army 1971-1973 

Roscoe Westmoreland: Army 1967-

1969 

Don’t Forget!!! Social Action Ministry Food 

Drive to benefit the Atlanta Community Food 

Bank. Donate your items every Sunday during 

December in the church foyer. Help Mt. Calvary 

feed the hungry during this season.  

Food Bank Facts: More than 1 in every 5 Geor-

gia kids live in food insecure household. Each 

year, an estimated 755,400 (or 1 in 7) people in 

metro Atlanta and north Georgia turn to Food 

Bank partner agencies for food.   

Thank you for caring about hunger 

in our community! 
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Stop Talking and Listen! 

During my devotional reading based on Psalm 81:13, I came across this insight from Max Lu-

cado. He talked about how we often feel the need to share our hurts, disappointments and 

pain with a friend, counselor and even God. We find healing when we talk about life’s troubles 

because we can open up and speak honestly. BUT, there comes a time when we have to stop 

talking and listen. We all know the calamity that befell on Job. He suffered so much that his 

wife told him to “curse God and die”. His friends were convinced that he had done something 

wrong to deserve such punishment and they went back and forth giving their opinions on God. 

It is Chapter 38 (Job has 42 chapters and God speaks from chapters 38 through 41) that 

opens with these words: “Then the Lord answered Job.”  When the Lord speaks, it’s wise to 

STOP TALKING AND LISTEN. Take time in your day to pause, be silent and listen for the 

voice of God. He may be trying to tell you something! Be open and willing to hear and listen.                                

Sister Shirley Seymour 

Merry Christmas 

& 

Happy New Year 


