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Blessings On The Journey To New Beginnings 
 
Advent begins with anticipation and deep longing for good 
news; it is with this excitement that we begin this season that 
takes us to the New Year. 
 
It is a season of anticipation as we begin a new administration and 
a longing for good news that seems to have escaped us.  But this 
year has given us hope.  We remember the words of the Psalmist 
– “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side.” (Psalm 124) 
 
The Advent cry is for God to tear open the heavens and fix that 
which is broken, give hope to those who have lost hope and for-
give a nation that seemed to have gone astray.  That was the cry 
of the Book of Isaiah and Psalm 80 that God would show up on 
the scene and end the period of long suffering. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer stated: “The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in 
soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect and who look forward to something greater to 
come.” 
 
We have a two-fold responsibility in this season; to Remember and Anticipate with great 
Hope.  Remembrance of Jesus Christ’s first coming into the world and anticipation of His second 
coming.  In between Remembrance and Anticipation is the responsibility to Watch, Wait and Pray.  
Watch – actions; Wait – Serve and Pray for Strength and Courage to Believe and act.  Let us antici-
pate that the “Light of the World” will bring us a new beginning with new mercies as He did before 
during a time when the world was in darkness. 
 
Advent brought a new beginning and New Year follows Advent.  May this New Year bring op-
portunities for all of us to shine brighter, live more fully in God’s Will and Way and to remember the 
words of Job 29:3 – “When his candle shines upon my head, and when by his light I walked 
through darkness.” 
 
“He Came Before and He Will Come Again” to drive darkness away from Hearts, Minds and Vision.  
Until He comes again:  The Hymn Writer reminds us: “Be Near us Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay, 
close by us forever and love us I pray.  Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for 
heaven, to live with Thee there.” (A.A. Hymnal #209) 
 
Blessing on the Journey to New Beginnings.   
 
Be Encouraged! 
 

                                                             Pastor Stowers 
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Hello My Mt. Calvary Family,  

We have now entered the last month of the year. A year that has been 

filled with so many twists and turns. This Christmas could be very hard 

for so many of us because many of us said goodbye to soon to our 

loved ones. We must hold the fond memories of our love ones 

close to our hearts as we move through this holiday season. 

It is Christmas time in the city, let’s celebrate the meaning of Christ-

mas. Luke 2:10-11, But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 

bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 

The word Christmas has lost its meaning to the hearts of much of the world. This may be news to 

you, but Christmas has nothing to do with the gifts you’re receiving, how much money you have, 

having a big dinner on the table, or whether your kids are acting naughty or nice. God wants to re-

mind you of what Christmas means. It is because of what the savior did that we can celebrate 

a glorious Christmas, whether your circumstances are favorable or not. Christmas is our day 

of deliverance. The angel of the lord came to announce to the world that the savior is here. The 

word savior means a deliverer, preserver, a messiah. The messiah has come! The deliverer has 

come! The preserver of life has come! As we enter this Christmas season, recognize that Christ-

mas is the anointing of God in you and upon you. 

When you wake up on Christmas morning, give God praise, for this is the day that marked the day 

of defeat of the enemy and victory for us. Christmas marks our day of deliverance. So, let us Cele-

brate! 

Read Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 9:6 and John 3:16 

Enjoy your holidays.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year 

Love is Forever, 

Lady Wanda Stowers 

****************************************************************************************************************

Small Benefits of Kindness  

According to Psychological Bulletin, Sept. 3, 2020, spontaneous acts of kind-

ness, such as carrying a neighbor’s groceries, brought greater feelings of 

well-being than scheduled good deeds, such as volunteering, a meta-

analysis of 201 studies found. And older adults who performed acts of kind-

ness reported better physical health than those who didn’t. It could be that 

healthier people do more for others, but research has also found potential 

health benefits, including lower heart-disease risk. Prevention magazine, June 2019, also states 

that people who do compassionate things experience less stress than those who don’t. Small acts 

of kindness affects your mental health (feel good benefits) and can help you live longer by regulat-

ing hormones that reduce inflammation. Jesus just tells us to DO GOOD to one another! 
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Reflecting and Expecting 

We are entering into a season that calls for gratitude, joy and 

peace.  Some of us may not feel that way amid all the changes and 

adjustments we’ve had to make this year.  Sometimes the stories we 

read or see through media, bring up feelings of helplessness, frustra-

tion, anger and sadness during this season of celebration.  But, as 

we look back we truly can say that God has been good. 

As Christmas approaches, I’m reminded of how Mary and Joseph 

might have felt as they journeyed to Bethlehem.  I’m sure it seemed 

arduous, chaotic and even scary; but in every circumstance there is 

a divine capacity to trust.  Mary and Joseph trusted the message that 

God had sent through the angel, Gabriel.  That humble birth, in dis-

tressing circumstances, continues to inspire millions today. 

The Christmas story is your story and mine, and we are called to live it fully.  Love and joy fill my 

heart as people all over the globe gather to celebrate a baby born in a manger over 2000 years 

ago, who is the Savior of the world.  Whether the day is filled with festivities and fun, or is more 

quiet and reflective, let it be filled with the spirit of Christmas.  Everything about Christmas 

points us to a God who cares about us far more than we can ever understand.  He left per-

fection and peace to enter a world of chaos, on a divine rescue mission to bring us salvation and 

hope. 

As we leave 2020 and enter 2021, we have a renewed perspective and awareness of God ’s com-

passion and faithfulness.  Every year begins with potential.  Let us choose to remain steadfast in 

our beliefs; it is an opportunity to evaluate and reflect on what’s important.  When we see those 

things that brought us security and comfort removed, we become keenly aware of how much we 

needed God to enter our world.   

Jesus reminds us that another, a far better, world exists.  He came to earth to die, so that all who 

believe in Him could go to Heaven and be with Him forever.  He was sent to prepare us for our 

eternal home in Glory.  

Isaiah 9:6 says “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God.  The ev-

erlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”  The good we are hoping for is already ours.  It’s all 

wrapped up in Jesus! 

My prayer is that God will bless you abundantly, above all you could ever ask or think (Eph. 3:20); 

and that you will have a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year. 

 Sister Janie Lowe 
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 MCBC Celebrates 120 Years 

Mt. Calvary Baptist Church celebrated its 120th Church An-

niversary on Sunday, November 1st.  Sister Gwen May-

field walked us through the church history with a video 

presentation and then presented to Pastor Stowers a com-

memorative plaque with the names of the seven women 

who organized the church in 1900. Sister Lisa Stowers 

prepared slides showing MCBC members and events 

through the ages. Pastor Stowers' sermon, “The Lord Is 

God", reminded us where our help comes from. MCBC 

members were invited to take photos of themselves and 

their family wearing our MCBC shirts and then email them to the church. Many members showed 

their MCBC pride celebrating our 120 Years history.   
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*************************************************************************************************************** 

Social Action and Mission Ministries Sponsor Fall and Winter Wrap Drive  

MCBC ministries remain active during the health pandemic. Look-

ing for new and innovative ways to continue to be a beacon of light 

in the community, the Social Action and Mission ministries com-

bined to sponsor a Fall and Winter wrap drive. MCBC members 

were encouraged to drop off coats, jackets, skull hats, gloves, and 

small blankets during drive through communion. Thanks you 

MCBC for contributing 54 coats/jackets, 33 skull caps/hats, 27 

pairs of gloves, 20 blankets, 121 pairs of socks and 51 miscellane-

ous items thus far. Drive ends Dec. 13th. Benefit Must Ministries. 

All anniversary photos can be viewed on the church website Events Page. 
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Drive Through Communion 

50 Years MCBC Church Membership 

During the Covid-19 health pandemic, Pastor Stowers, 

with the assistance of MCBC Associate Ministers and 

Deacons, continue to meet the spiritual needs of our 

members by providing drive through communion each 

month on second Sundays. Immediately after our live 

stream video worship, members are invited to drive 

through the church parking lot. Pastor Stowers per-

formed the sacraments of commun-

ion to each member as they remem-

bered the Lord's Supper and then ate 

and drank as Jesus commanded us 

to do in remembrance of Him.  With 

her mask on, Lady Stowers greeted 

members as they exited the parking 

lot.  

Pastor Stowers also took the time to 

congratulate our members who are 

celebrating 50 Years of Church Membership. Congratulations to 

Brother Joe and Sister Mildred Taylor, Deacon Joshua 

McKnight and Sister Rachel Pitts (not shown). An added 

blessing and surprise was Pastor Stowers showing his tremen-

dous Act of Kindness when each member who passed through 

on Sunday were present-

ed with a $25 Kroger gift 

card. Pastor thanked us 

and encouraged us to 

enjoy our gift or pass it on to bless others. Thank you Pastor 

for ALL you do to support and encourage us.  

MCBC CARES 
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A New Way to Connect  

Sister Betty Chandler presided over the Women’s Depart-

ment virtual meeting during the 59th Annual Session Virtual 

Viewing of the New Era Missionary Baptist Convention of 

Ga. Inc., on Monday, November 9th. Pastor Douglas 

Stowers, Sister Pattie Poole Mobley and Sister Shirley 

Seymour also attended the virtual departmental meeting. 

The Northern Region’s Lisa Allen was crowned Queen as 

she raised more than $7000. A combined total of more than 

$15,000 was raised by the three contestants competing for 

the crown.  

Rev. Michael Baldwin, President of the convention, congratulated the winner. Sister Arlene Mal-

lard, Women’s Department President, delivered her President’s address, “Sheltering Under God”. 

The meeting ended with the song, “The Lord Will Make A Way”. 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

MCBC Celebrates the Victory of President Elect Jo 

Biden, Jr. and Vice-President Elect Kamala Harris 

Vice-President Elect Kamala Harris makes history as the first 

African, first Asian and first woman to be elected to this high of-

fice and will become the highest ranking woman in the USA. 

President Elect Jo Biden, Jr. will become the 46th President of 

the United States of America when he takes the oath of office 

on January 20, 2021. There will be a Special Run-off election 

on January 5, 2021 to elect two senators from Georgia. Ad-

vanced In Person (Early) Voting begins December 14, 2020.  

Annual Esther M. Smith Mission Christmas Drive: December 8, 2020 des-

ignated as Esther M. Smith PNBC Missions Day. Your support will help pro-

vide aid and relief to those in need. We are Christ’s hands, feet and voice. In-

dividuals are asked to mail their tax deductible contributions to The New Era 

Missionary Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 54056, Atlanta, GA 30308. Please 

make checks payable to PNBC Missions. The work of missions continues with 

your generous gifts. For all that you do, thank you.  

Sister Betty Chandler, PNBC Missions 
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Reflections  

As we come to the close of 2020, there are many things we have to think about. It has been a 

challenging year at best and still we know that God’s Will is Sovereign! We don’t know what 

2021 will bring but we know who holds our future and we only need to trust our Lord and Savior 

Jesus the Christ. He reminds us in Matthew 6:25-34 not to worry, “Therefore I tell you, do not 

worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothes? ...Can any one of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your life...But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.” Let us keep the Faith and Trust God for 2021.  

It’s Good to Reminisce 

Recently, I’ve been doing some cleaning up, getting rid of old faded papers and giving away or 

throwing away things I no longer have any use for. While I was going through some old papers, I 

came across the very first issue of Mount Calvary’s Voice, April 1997-Quarter ll, Volume I, Is-

sue l. The Co-Editors were Sis. Karen Mahone and Bro. Derrick Mahone. This inaugural issue 

had the Pastor’s Corner, and articles on a New Young Adult Group Forming; Martin, Stow-

ers To Do Revivals (Rev. Benjamin Martin and Rev. Douglas Stowers were going to do back 

to back revivals at each other’s church), and a Member Spotlight on Sis. Loretha Jones. The 

church calendar was also attached. So as I reminisce, I’m going to share with you highlights from 

Volume l and Volume ll. I smiled as I read these and I hope you will too.     Sis. Shirley Seymour 

************************************************************************************************************** 

PASTOR’S CORNER: I take pride in welcoming you to the first issue of Mt. Calvary’s Voice, the 

official newsletter of the church. Through this medium, we hope to keep you informed of the 

“happenings” here at Mt. Calvary. From the current events, social issues, spotlights and high-

lights on our members, birthdays, new members, commentary, and laughter, we hope and pray 

that we will be better informed and know one another better.”                                Pastor Stowers 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: This month the light shines on Ayo Seymour. The name Ayo means a 

joy to her parents, and I’m sure that she is. I enjoyed speaking with her. Ayo joined Mt. Calvary in 

the fall of 1991. She is an Intermediate Usher and a member of the Intermediate Choir. Ayo also 

sings in the choir at her school. Ayo attends Woodward Academy, where she maintains a 3.98 

grade point average. She is a Senior this year. Ayo has been awarded a full four year Engineer-

ing Scholarship to Tennessee State University. She plans to major in Civil Engineering with a 

specialty in Environmental Engineering. After graduation, Ayo plans to enter the Peace Corps 

and travel to Africa and help establish better irrigation for people who live there. Ms. Seymour 

lived in Saudi Arabia with her parents until she reached high school age. There are no high 

school in Saudi Arabia. Her mother brought the children to the United States to attend high 

school. Her father continues to work in Saudi Arabia. Her family misses him very much and see 

him as often as they can. When asked to what she contributes her scholastic success, Ayo said “I 

pray a lot and seek guidance from God. I took a heavy class load and have pressure and God 

has given me strength. Prayer is a big part of my life. He always shows me what to do to reach 

my goals.” Ayo has two sisters and one brother, a loving father and mother. We congratulate you 

on your graduation, May 17th at 9:00am at the Woodward Academy, Ayo. We will pray with you. 

Hard work and determination always pay off.                                                    Sis. Karen Mahone 


